Workshop: "The state in the postcolony" with Reinhart Kössler 

When: January 21st - 23rd 2009, 9.30 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. 
Where: Graduiertenzentrum Sowi (Ferstelgasse 5/25; 1090 Vienna)
The workshop will address the issue of the postcolonial state by taking a specific approach, centred around the modernity of the present-day international state system and all its components. This implies that a range of norms of state behaviour has been universalised, in particular the concepts of sovereignty and territoriality. These denote not merely rights, but possibly more importantly, obligations for individual states. What this means can be gauged, in particular, from the debate on ‘failed states’ and the reasons adduced for interventions in the territories of state that in one way or other fail their duties, not vis-à-vis their citizens, but with respect to other, often neighbouring or hegemonic states. Over and above this, issues connected to the postulate of social order – also under seemingly disorderly conditions – and the monopoly of violence will be discussed.

This leads up to the internal structures and functions of postcolonial states. In the current situation, a resurgence of the idea of the active, developmental state seems within the range of possibilities. This conception has been predominant during the first ‘development decades’ and evokes the issue of the relationship that is variously claimed to exist between democratic structures and developmental goals. A discussion of current developmental challenges, constraints and priorities shall be linked to these considerations.

From the perspective of more recent debate, three large complexes of issues take centre stage. These include (1) the relationship between state activities and human rights, along with processes of democratic transition; (2) the debate on the neo-patrimonial state which encompasses issues of clientelism, politicised ethnicity, ethnic monopoly and also, political monopolies and personalised rule, besides the more narrow concerns of bureaucratic (mal)functioning and also the overarching issue of a critique from the positions developed during the critical debate on modernisation theory (deficiency syndrome); (3) the issue of ‘failed states’ or of serious inroads upon the monopoly of violence, in other words of the deficient assertion of sovereignty, has spawned intense debates that are linked to various calls for intervention into violent conflicts that states no longer seem able or willing to control and which have far-reaching repercussions which as in the case of Darfur, are widely considered as genocidal and therefore requiring intervention according to international law. This issue can be linked up to the wider debate on low intensity violence (markets of violence) and the perforation of state borders. These issues link up with the broader issues concerning the theory of the state and centring around the related issues of order and monopoly of violence.
Over and above this, an important area of discussion could also be the role of the state in successful late development, as exemplified by cases in East and Southeast Asia, but also e.g. Brazil.
