Vienna School of Governance
PhD-course on ’Researching Governance: Theory, Methodology and Methods’

21-25 January 2008
Course directors: Eva Sørensen and Jacob Torfing
The PhD-course will run for five days and combine lectures, joint discussions and student presentations. In the morning there will be a thematic lecture that requires listening and reflection. In the afternoon there will first be a joint discussion based on a text presenting an empirical study of governance. This will be followed by student presentations that will focus on research questions, research strategies and choice of methods. Feedback will be provided from both course directors and fellow students.
Monday the 21st of January: Government, governance and governance networks

  9:00-10:00
Welcome and presentation of program, directors and participants
10:00-12:00
Morning lecture:
Government, governance and governance networks



Jacob Torfing
Required readings:

· J. Torfing (2007), ‘Introduction Democratic network governance’, in Marcussen and Torfing (Eds) Democratic Network Governance in Europe, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 1-22.
· J. Torfing (2007), ‘A comparative and multi-level analysis of governance networks: A pilot study of employment policy’, in Bogason and Zølner (Eds) Methods in Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 21-32. (you do not need page 32-40)
· J. Torfing (2007), ‘Empirical findings: Seven network stories’, in Bogason and Zølner (Eds) Methods in Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 41-73.

13:00-14:30
Afternoon discussion:
Government and/or governance?



Jacob Torfing
Required readings:

· P.M. Christiansen and L. Togeby (2006), ‘Power and democracy in Denmark: still a viable democracy’, Scandinavian Political Studies, 29(1), pp. 1-24. Available at: http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1467-9477.2006.00139.x
· J. Torfing (2007), ‘Local Governance in Denmark’, Working Paper no. 5, Centre for Democratic Network Governance. Available at : http://www.ruc.dk/upload/application/pdf/f51d6748/Working%20Paper_2007_5.pdf 
14:30-15:30
Afternoon presentations:
2-3 short paper presentations followed by feedback 



Jacob Torfing
Tuesday the 22nd of January: Theories of network governance

10:00-12:00
Morning lecture:
Four theories of network governance



Eva Sørensen

Required readings:

· E. Sørensen and J. Torfing (2007), ‘Governance network research: Towards a second generation’, in Sørensen and Torfing (Eds) Theories of Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 1-21.
· E. Sørensen and J. Torfing (2007), ‘Theoretical approaches to governance network dynamics’, in Sørensen and Torfing (Eds) Theories of Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 25-42.
13:00-14:30
Afternoon discussion:
Different approaches – different studies 



Eva Sørensen
Required readings:

· J. Torfing (2007), ‘Discursive governance network in Danish activation policy’, in Marcussen and Torfing (Eds) Democratic Network Governance in Europe, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 111-129.

· A. Buuren, J. Edelenbos and E.H. Klijn (2007), ‘ Interactive governance in the Netherlands: The case of the Scheldt Estuary’, in Marcussen and Torfing (Eds) Democratic Network Governance in Europe, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 150-173.

14:30-15:30
Afternoon presentations:
2-3 short paper presentations followed by feedback 




Eva Sørensen

Wednesday the 23rd of January: Metagovernance of governance networks
10:00-12:00
Morning lecture:
Metagovernance in theory and practice



Jacob Torfing

Required readings:

· E. Sørensen and J. Torfing (2007), ‘Theoretical approaches to metagovernance’, in Sørensen and Torfing (Eds) Theories of Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 169-182.

· P. Triantafillou (2007),’Governing the formation and mobilization of governance networks’ in Sørensen and Torfing (Eds) Theories of Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 183-198.

· L.J. O’Toole (2007), ‘Governing outputs and outcomes of governance networks’, in Sørensen and Torfing (Eds) Theories of Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 215-230.
13:00-14:30
Afternoon discussion:
Different approaches – different studies 



Eva Sørensen

Required readings:

· E. Sørensen (2007), ‘Local politicians and administrators as metagovernors’, in Marcussen and Torfing (Eds) Democratic Network Governance in Europe, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 89-108.
· L. Jensen and H. Kähler (2007), ‘The Danish Ministry of Finance as metagovenor’, in Marcussen and Torfing (Eds) Democratic Network Governance in Europe, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 174-191.
· A. Esmark (2007), ‘Network management in the EU: The European Commission as network manager’, in Marcussen and Torfing (Eds) Democratic Network Governance in Europe, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 252-271.
14:30-15:30
Afternoon presentations:
2-3 short paper presentations followed by feedback 




Jacob Torfing
Thursday the 24th of January: Democratic network governance

10:00-12:00
Morning lecture:
Governance networks and democracy



Eva Sørensen

Required readings:

· E. Sørensen and J. Torfing (2007), ‘Theoretical approaches to democratic network governance’, in Sørensen and Torfing (Eds) Theories of Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 233-246.

· E. Sørensen and J. Torfing (2005), ’The democratic anchorage of governance networks’, Scandinavian Political Studies, 28(3), pp. 195-218.
· A. Esmark (2007), ‘Democratic accountability and network governance: problems and potentials’, in Sørensen and Torfing (Eds) Theories of Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 274-296.
· J. Torfing (2008), ‘Harmony through network governance?’, in Tao (Ed.) Governance and Harmony, London: Sage. Will be circulated on the mail.

13:00-14:30
Afternoon discussion:
Exercise: the role of politicians and administrators in 




democratizing governance




Eva Sørensen

14:30-15:30
Afternoon presentations:
2-3 short paper presentations followed by feedback 




Eva Sørensen
Friday the 25th of January: Research methods

10:00-12:00
Morning lecture:
How to study governance networks?




Jacob Torfing

Required readings:

· A. Esmark and P. Triantafillou (2007), ‘Document analysis of network topography and network programmes’, in Bogason and Zølner (Eds) Methods in Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 99-124.
· M. Zølner, I.Ø. Rasmussen and A.D. Hansen (2007), ‘Qualitative interviews: Studying network narratives’, in Bogason and Zølner (Eds) Methods in Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 125-147.

· E. Sørensen and J. Torfing (2007), ‘Studying local network inclusion through observation and diaries’, in Bogason and Zølner (Eds) Methods in Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 148-178.

· B. Damgaard and E. Sørensen (2007), ‘Interactive focus group interviewing in studies of network governance’, in Bogason and Zølner (Eds) Methods in Democratic Network Governance, Basingstoke: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 179-206.

NB: You might want to focus on the first sections in these chapters that outline how the different methods are applied

13:00-14:30
Roundtable:

Using theories, strategies and methods in the study

of complex and interactive governance processes




Eva Sørensen and Jacob Torfing
14:30 
Brief course evaluation and finish

